
When Wind Towers Fall 
Apart

Portland General Electric’s (PGE) Biglow Canyon



Without maintenance or good management, everything fails.



John DeMoss died in 2008 and his oversight went with him.



We were so proud of this wind farm. Thrilled. Excited.
We stayed outside at night in the cold watching them erect the towers.



Then, in 2010 the towers 
started leaking oil. Kevin 

and I complained, but 
nothing changed. The 

leaks got worse. 

PGE says they have 
vegetable oil in all their 
transformers, and that it 
is safe. That's a bait and 
switch. The transformers 
are at the bottom of the 

towers. This is a blade 
pitch motor leak and it is 
definitely hydraulic oil.



There are 76 
Vestas in this 

project, and over 
half of them are 

leaky, oily  
messes.



Disgusting.



No more great 
photos for me.

When things 
break, the towers 
sit idle for months 
before parts arrive 

or a crane is 
brought in.



Oil at the bases 
leaking onto the 

ground…. 

We fix our farm 
equipment when 

we see leaks.



Oily rags show just how dirty it is up there.



Oil all over the ground.



PGE puts oil pads around some of the bases 
to soak up the excess oil.



These bases are relatively clean… 
it’s the transformers that look bad. A little paint?



This is one of the "vegetable oil" transformers. 
Vegetable oil still has a flashpoint…!



Then the biosolid spreaders and PGE technicians started 
finding bolts on the ground. 

Sheared off.



Siemens Europe has had two deaths from bolts hitting 
people on the ground. And one man is permanently 
brain-injured, according to a safety presentation 
technicians here in Sherman County received.



Oregon Department 
of Energy (ODOE) 

says anything that falls 
from 265 feet can be 

deadly, especially since 
it can reach a velocity 

up to 130 feet per 
second.



Some of the bolts are 
almost two feet long.



There were bolts on the 
ground so the biosolid 

spreaders used them as 
paperweights! 

It's not like taking them over 
to the PGE building makes a 
difference... when you have 
pieces lying on the ground 

for a year you get the 
impression that no one cares 

about this project. 



Bolts aren't the 
only things 

that fall to the 
ground.



This one is missing a 
door. In fact, a lot of 

these towers are 
missing hatch doors, 

and the guys find 
them in our fields "all 

the time." 

(Zoom in, it's hard to 
see with all the oil).



When a tower is this dirty, how can you see a problem?



This is a hatch door. 
We pick them up out 
of the fields and lean 

them against the 
towers - or take them 

over to the PGE 
building.



Zoom in.

(Two doors between 
each blade, 6 total.)



I leaned the door under 
the stairs for them to find 

and fix. 

(Yes, I'm a dreamer...)



Another missing door. 

I found three missing 
yesterday where we 

were harvesting. 22, 23, 
and 25.



See the hole? You can see where it broke away.



The backside of the  door. 

Really greasy on the inside, 
of course.



Even Turbo is discouraged.



My other worry is 
fire. These things 

are oily and greasy 
inside. 

PGE says they can't 
confirm this is a 

Biglow tower. 

Well, I can.





With our high summer 
temperatures 

(111 degrees +), and their 
over-heating components, 

it's a fire waiting to 
happen. 

We've told PGE this. 
So it is on them.



This is what they 
actually look like in 

the ones that haven't 
been cleaned lately. 

The trouble is, 
without fixing the 

problem, they keep 
leaking and within a 
couple weeks they 

are disgusting again.



PGE says they are clean, and even sent techs up to take a photo 
to confirm it. Yes. 

This is a cleaned-up one, and what they should all look like inside.



But that's not all that falls off. Oh no. That's not all.

(I feel like I’m living in a Dr. Seuss book.)



This disk is a big flying saucer that weighs ten pounds.



About 75 yards 
away in a gully 
the guys found

a disk from a 
Siemens tower. 

So it isn't just the 
Vestas that have 

maintenance 
issues.



Don’t believe me?

It even has a part 
number on it.

(ZOOM IN)



It is metal, and it is thick. 
It belongs up in the hub… 

vibrations loosen them 
and they fly like a saucer 

through the air! 

They basically plug a hole, 
a wind technician friend 
of mine says. But if you 
don’t get it screwed in 

properly… 



I can't see 
where it should 

be from the 
ground, but 
apparently a 

good tech can 
see that it is 

missing.



It flew a long ways -
about seventy-five 

yards… ouch.



A year ago, April 2021, part of a nose cone fell off. PGE took the rest of 
the nose cone down and left it. 

We were seeding October 7 and it was still there. 



We picked up the 3+ 
pieces that had dropped 
in the field and placed 
them under the tower. 

When the blade fell off 
February 1, 2022, all the 
pieces were still there!
(You can’t see the nose 

cone in the gully)



I mentioned the nose cone was 
still down in the gully on a Zoom 
call this July. They said that was 
because the farmer told them 
not to pick it up! Well, kind of 

true. We didn’t want them 
driving through our growing 

wheat, but they had 6 months 
before we seeded! 

Besides, it’s not like that’s the 
only thing that falls that they 

don’t pick up…



You can't make this stuff up. But 
you can lie about it. When asked 

why the nose cone wasn’t reported 
to ODOE (a year later), PGE "self 
reported" within 72 hours and 

ODOE basically said, that's okay. You 
guys are good partners. Just don't 

let it happen again. 

Anything that falls is reportable.



I feel like ODOE, PUC, 
PGE, and BPA are all in a 
secret club that doesn't 
include the ratepayers 
or the taxpayers or the 

landowners. Remember, 
they used federal and 
state money to build 

this project.



So what happens when you don't maintain a wind project?



A blade falls off. 

That is our house 
in the 

background.



The blade fell off at 2:13 AM, and the 
thump woke Kevin and our dog, 

Turbo. It landed 300 feet away from 
the tower.

There was a load of biosolids 
delivered in this field by this tower at 
10:30PM. It could have fallen then. 

And killed someone.



Crews flooded the fields 
after the blade fell. I have 

never seen that many 
workers checking and 

tightening bolts.

I believe it is only a matter 
of time until another 

blade falls.



Lies and broken promises: 
The landowner told us not to pick up the nose cone. You’re 
our partners. We’ll get a newsletter out to the landowners 

each quarter. And on and on. 

Oh, and the best line? There are landowners besides the 
McCulloughs who love this project.

Really? Who? Do they live & farm under the Vestas towers?



The worst part is that we have been talking to PGE about 
these issues for 12 years. We first noticed the leaks in 2010 

when the pitch motors were still under warranty!

They must think we are dumb farmers who don't understand 
how difficult it is to run a wind project. 

But all things mechanical have to be maintained, 
and if you look at our farm equipment, 

you will see we practice what we preach. 

Besides, who doesn’t fix things under warranty?





Two weekends ago 
there were 40 

towers down out 
of 217. No one is 

here to notice 
except us. Don’t 

we need electricity 
24/7?

We aren't a hobby 
farm and I’m pretty 

sure Biglow isn’t 
either. 



I'm mad, but mostly I'm sad. We noticed that they were shutting down 
the towers on windy days. Eventually we learned PGE was getting paid 

to shut them down. BPA paid them “wheeling charges” when there 
was too much wind and the dams were running water through. 



PGE told us we only get paid when the towers generate 
electricity. It had never occurred to us that PGE would get 

money for not producing electricity from towers on our land. 





This could have been a great partnership. Like marriages that end 
in divorce after an affair, the relationship probably isn't 

salvageable. There is no trust anymore. 



Grease & oil, bolts, 
doors, disks, nose cone 

pieces, and blades.



Our payments are over 50% down. 
But that’s the least of our worries.



What’s next?
A tower falling over?

I don’t want anyone 
else hurt or killed. 

We already lost one 
life in this county 

when a wind tower 
fell over. 



WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

WILL PGE FIX THE TOWERS AND 
MAKE US “WHOLE”? 

OR WILL THEY CONTINUE TO RUN 
THIS PROJECT AS CHEAPLY AS 

POSSIBLE WITH NO INTEGRITY?

IT’S UP TO THEM, BECAUSE WE FEEL 
DISCOURAGED, USED, AND LIED TO.
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